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Lyons Street. Newstead, 3462.

Phone 54 76 2226

Mobile number   0407 844 641
Fax 5476 2655

newstead.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


Welcome to Newstead Primary School. 

We thank you for entrusting us with the important responsibility of educating your child in our caring environment.
Effective education relies on families and schools working closely together. At Newstead Primary School we provide many opportunities for families, and the wider community to be involved in their child’s education.

Newstead Primary School was established on the present site in 1877. 
Newstead Primary School provides a comprehensive and challenging curriculum as well as offering extension/intervention programs across the curriculum.
Our school values are Respect, Responsibility and Resilience are the values we wish our students to model.
Once again a warm welcome.

                                   Andrew Frawley

            
              Kylie Richardson
                                    Principal 

                                  School Council President
OFFICE:

Parents may phone the school office at any time on the following numbers:

    (03) 5476 2226    or    (03) 5476 2682      Fax : (03) 5476 2655
Our E-mail address is : newstead.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Class teachers are generally not available during school hours, but messages can be left for them through the office.

Normal school times are:      8.58 am.


First bell 



                  9.00 am.


Classes commence



                 11.00 - 11.30 am.

Morning recess



                 1.00   - 1.10 pm.

Children eat lunch



                 1.10   - 2.00 pm.

Lunch recess



                 3.30 pm.


Dismissal

SCHOOL NOTICES

School newsletters are sent home every Thursday, so please check your child’s school bag for a copy. Coming events, excursion notes, general school information, student contribution and community news are included each week in the newsletter. If you would like the newsletter emailed to you please let Trinity know.
FINANCIAL MATTERS

A booklist will be provided for each grade level.   Parents have the opportunity to purchase the complete booklist from the school or to buy elsewhere.
An Art Contribution and a donation to the Library / Building Fund is requested.   The Library / Building Fund donation is tax deductible.

SCHOOL BUS SERVICE

A school bus service is available for students who reside at least 4.8 km. from the school.   Please contact the school if your child/ren require bus travel. If travel arrangements for bus students are changed, ie. not requiring bus travel on a particular day, the school must be notified in writing.   If a student will be absent from school, if would be helpful to the bus driver if parents could inform the school.
SCHOOL UNIFORM
A school policy has been developed that encourages all students to wear school uniform.  School uniform is compulsory when on excursions and other special events.  T-shirts, polo shirts and pola fleece tops bearing the school logo can be purchased through the school. Many families have found that the school uniform is very economical for day to day school clothing and it looks good. The school colours are royal blue and white.  Uniform orders are placed with suppliers once a term and stock of some items is available from school upon request.   Also there is available some second hand items.

All children are to wear our school sunhats during the months September to end of April. All new students receive a school hat from the school on enrolment, but replacement, lost or damaged hats are the responsibility of the family.

The wearing of earrings, except studs, and other jewellery is not permitted, as it could be a danger to the wearer or others.  

If mobile phones are brought to school, they are to be given to the class teacher who will mind them until the end of the school day.
LOST PROPERTY
All lost property is placed in our lost property basket. Periodically items are displayed for parents and students to inspect and reclaim. Unclaimed items are taken to a charity depot.
LUNCH ARRANGEMENTS

Lunch is eaten between 1.00 pm. to 1.10pm. Students are supervised while eating their lunch.
ATTENDANCE

Regular and punctual attendance helps children to adjust socially and be ready to be at class on time. This will support their learning.  Therefore it is important that children be at school five or ten minutes before starting time.  Teachers are on supervisory duty of the school grounds and buildings from 8.45am., during recess breaks and until 3.45 pm. each afternoon.

If you need to take your child out of school for any reason, please advise the child’s class teacher prior to doing so.  The school is responsible for each child’s safety and if children are found missing without explanation the school is required to take immediate action according to our school displan.  Students leaving within school hours must also be signed out in the Early Leavers Register located at the office.

No child may leave the school during school hours with another adult without written consent of the child’s parent/guardian.  An Early Leavers register is at the office for early leavers.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR PREPS

During February special arrangements have been made to make it easier for Preps to adjust to a full school routine. Prep children do not attend school on Wednesdays during February.   

ABSENCE NOTES

If children are absent for any reason, a note must be sent upon their return explaining their absence.  The school provides an absence notification form that is to be completed and returned to the class teacher. It is appreciated if prior absence information can be provided by phone or by a note.
IMMUNIZATION CERTIFICATE

On enrolment all students must present a certificate of immunisation.  There are now two ways parents can obtain a school entry immunisation certificate.   

1) Parents will automatically receive a history statement from the Australian Childhood Immunisation Register (ACIR) after your child has completed the four year old vaccine schedule and has completed all childhood immunisations required. On the bottom of the page it should state:  ‘This child has received all vaccines required by five years of age’.   If it does, this is now accepted as a school entry immunisation certificate in Victoria.

2) Parents whose child’s immunisation records are incomplete, missing or your child has never been vaccinated; contact your local council immunisation service who will be able to assist you in obtaining a school entry immunisation certificate.

ADMISSION AND ACCIDENT FORM

We require for ALL students family information and emergency contacts. These forms are completed when students are enrolled.  Any parents who need to change information on the current form, please inform the school.  Emergency contacts are very important if a child is ill and parents cannot be contacted. If possible it is best that they live close to the school if a child needs to go home.
The school also has consent forms for application of sunscreen, headlice checks, local excursions and medical treatment at school.     Religious Education consent forms must also be completed when enrolling. 
STUDENT ILLNESS

If your child is suffering from an illness of a recurring nature, let us know the details and we can then be more understanding of your child’s needs.

If your child is sick at home, use your judgement regarding keeping him/her from school.

If he /she is sick at school, we will contact you (or your nominated representative) on the telephone number you have provided.   Please make sure the numbers are current.

SUNSMART

Newstead Primary School is a registered SunSmart school.   Students are required appropriate hats during the months September to end of April.   Sunscreen is provided for outdoor activities.

SCHOOL HOUSES

All our students are placed in one of our school houses.  The house teams are used for sporting events, sports shed duty, cleaning of the yard etc.  Our four houses are derived from the aboriginal words related to physical landmarks of the district.  The house names were established in 1978 and use the dialect of the local aboriginal tribe Djadjwrung.

Tarrengower (Green colour)       
Named after Mount Tarrengower at Maldon

Pelodyl  (Blue colour)                
Named after Loddon River that flows through Newstead

Lalgambook (Red colour)           
Named after Mount Franklin near Daylesford

Leanganook (Yellow colour)
Named after Mount Alexander near Harcourt
Students also have the opportunity to attend a variety of interschool activities throughout the year.
SCHOOL COUNCIL

The School Council is a legally elected body of people consisting of:

· Seven parent category representatives
· Four DEECD representatives
· One coopted member
· Principal (ex-officio position) as a DEECD representative
The role of school council is outlined in the Education and Training Reform Act 2006. In essence, the role of school council is one of setting the long term future for the school and maintaining oversight (not management) of the school's operation.. 
The responsibilities of school council include: 

• developing the strategic plan (the document that tells people what the school wants to achieve in the future and how it plans to get there); 

• approving the annual budget (the financial plan for the calendar year that tells people how the school is going to provide money so it can implement its strategic plan in that year); 

• setting and reviewing policies (guiding principles designed to influence decisions, actions that the school makes); 

• developing, reviewing and monitoring both the Student Engagement Policy (how the school expects students to behave, how bullying will be managed and the school's approach to managing student behaviour) and the School Dress Code (this includes how students are expected to dress during school hours including travelling to and from school, if the school has a uniform and what that looks like, and any arrangement with clothing suppliers that the school might enter into); 

• raising money for things that the school needs; 

• making sure the school’s grounds and buildings are maintained; 

• entering into contracts for things like cleaning the school or a school council building project; 

• creating interest in the school within the community; and 

• principal selection 
School Council meetings are scheduled to be held on the second Tuesday of each month, at 7.30 pm. Parents / guardians not members of school council can attend meetings as an observer, Reports from School Council are provided through the school newsletter.

School Council elections are held each March.

Current School Council members are :

Parent category:   Kylie Richardson (President),  Kaylene Pedretti, Melissa Proposch, Jen Oxley, Monika Murphy, Neil Boyack and Angella Mount.
DEET category:   Andrew Frawley, Cheryl Gervasoni,  Linda Bell and Jo Deppeler.
The School Council currently operates four sub-committees.  These are:

Education Policy :   oversees the development, review and evaluation of all policies in the school.`
Finance :  oversees the expenditure and income of the school in line with the annual budget.

Parents’ Club / Community Relations : devises and oversees a strategy for our fundraising budget target for the year.   This  group of the school offers opportunities for parents to be involved.  The meetings provide a forum to raise issues and plan activities.
Buildings & Grounds  :   oversees the maintenance and development of the school building and grounds.

Parent representatives can be co-opted to these committees each year by School Council.
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PARENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE LIFE OF OUR SCHOOL

Parents are invited to take an active part in the life and operation of our school.  Below are listed some of the ways parents/guardians can assist at our school:

· assist with our literacy/numeracy program

· assist on excursions / camps

· make up /  collect material for class use

· type children’s stories

· help with sporting activities

· help a child practise a particular skill

· be mentors for children working on particular tasks

· assist with Maths tasks
Parents who assist with the camping program will require a Working With Children Check.  
JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL

There is a Junior School Council elected annually by the children from all grades.  This Council operates through a staff member and reports monthly to School Council.

The council is a forum for students to discuss and present concerns and ideas.  The council also raises funds to support student activity in the school.
ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING

Written reports on each child’s progress are sent to parents twice yearly in June and December.  Parent / teacher  / student interviews are arranged for parents after reports have been sent home in the month of June.
Class teachers keep record of work and evidence of progress for each child in a confidential file.  This file is available to parents at parent / teacher interview times, or at any other times by prior arrangement.

Grade 3 & 5 students also participate in the statewide NAPLAN (National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy).
Parents are encouraged to contact their children’s teachers at any convenient time when they feel there are matters of concern that need discussion or resolution.

WELFARE AND DISCIPLINE (Student Well-being)

The school has a Student Welfare Policy which encourages children to acquire full responsibility for their own actions and which protects the rights of all members of the school community.

It also provides a framework for all children to have the opportunity to learn to the maximum of their ability and for teachers to provide high quality teaching.

The students who demonstrate responsible behaviour are recognised in a variety of ways, for example Student of the Week Awards,   Students who consistently behave in a way which is offensive, harmful or disruptive to other students will be withdrawn in line with our Behaviour Management Plan.
EXCURSIONS, EDUCATIONAL VISITS AND CAMPS

Camps, major excursions and swimming are to be paid for at the time of the activity.   Permission slips and request for payment will be sent home prior the event.

Excursions are educational visits that are undertaken to provide the children with first hand experiences in areas in which they would not normally participate.  All excursions are part of the planned curriculum and as such all children are expected to participate.  Pre-excursion activities and follow up work is carefully planned to help the children obtain maximum benefit from excursions.

Education visits bring to our school people who, because of finance and distance, would not normally be available to our pupils.   Educational visits also utilise the talents or special skills of local people and enable the children to gain both experience and knowledge of the people and community around them.

Camps play an important role in the life of a school child as they have not only academic but also social benefits for the children.   Our camping program allows the children to gradually develop the independence to stay away from home with fellow pupils and teachers over a varying length of time.  

All children attending camps and excursions must have a form stating that they are allowed to attend the excursion signed by a parent/guardian. Medical authority forms issued by the school at the time of enrolment are applicable while children are on a local excursion. An example of this would be a grade walking to a venue close to the school for a particular activity.
 Excursions and camps add an additional cost to your child’s education, and allowance should be made for these costs.  We will give plenty of notice of excursions and visits.
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2015 Term Dates:

Term 1: 28 January (school teachers start) to 27 March *

Term 2: 13 April to 26 June

Term 3: 13 July to 18 September

Term 4: 5 October to 18 December
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